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Noosa Classic 

When: Sun 10 Oct 2021 
Where: Read Park, Goodwin St, Tewantin 
Website: www.noosaclassic.com.au/ 

Noosa Triathlon 2022 

When: Wed 26 Oct -  Sun 30 Oct 
Website: noosatri.com.au/ 
Email: noosatri@ironman.com

HUT  GOSSIP 
Quarterly publication of Parkyn Hut Information Centre

Noosa Open Studios Art Trail 

When: Sat Oct 1-Sun 9 Oct, 2022 
8am-3pm 

 noosaopenstudios.com.au 

Welcome 2022-23 

Committee 

Firstly, I would like to thank the wonderful committee for all their 
guidance support and friendship they have shown me over the last 12 
months in my role as President of the Tewantin Heritage and Historical 
Society.  You all give so much and go above and beyond in so many 
different ways, just making sure Parkyn's Hut runs smoothly and is a 
happy and inclusive place for our volunteers to be.  And of course, we 
couldn't do any of this without our fabulous family of volunteers who 
man our Hut with such pride.

Thank you, Committee Members, for your guidance, co-operation and 
friendship and welcome to the incoming Committee Members. Bruce 
Cuttle will be your new Vice President and, with Tania Murray stepping 
aside, her husband John is now our trusty Roster Clerk.  

A warm welcome to all new members of our team, may each and every 
one of our vollies look forward to an eventful and rewarding year.

Please welcome your Committee for 2022-2023 …

Office Bearers 

President: Gail McBurney (& QICA Representative)
VicePresident Bruce Cuttle 
Treasurer Paul Morley
Hon. Secretary Kerry Surtees

Committee John Murray (Roster)
Peter Burfoot (OH&S)
Carol Williams (Data,Brochures,Explore)
Michael Fayne (PH-Council Liaison Officer)

Patrons Elvie Johns
Sandy Bolton

Appointment Wendy Ivanusec (Newsletter)

Heritage Group Bruce Cuttle, Gillian Whittington, Bill Barry,
Elvie Johns and Gail McBurney

… Gail McBurney 

President

http://noosaopenstudios.com.au
http://noosaclassic.com.au/
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This year’s Pioneers luncheon, held at the Tewantin Noosa R.S.L. was very 
successful.  It’s so good to see all these descendants from our pioneering 
families getting to reconnect again. We welcomed a few more families along this 
year who were thrilled to be there. We paid tribute to two lovely Tewantin 
ladies who had attended all of our pioneers’ get togethers over the years and 
will be sadly missed - Olive Donaldson and Val Buchanan.

2022 PIONEERS’ LUNCHEON 
by  Gail McBurney 

PRESIDENT’S  REPORT  TO  2022  AGM

Firstly, I would like to thank this wonderful committee for 
all their guidance support and friendship they have shown 
me over the last 12 months in my role as President of the 
Tewantin Heritage and Historical Society. Thanks also for 
all of the hard work you all give so much and go above and 
beyond in so many different ways just making sure Parkyn's 
Hut runs smoothly and is a happy and inclusive place for 
our volunteers to be.

And of course, we couldn't do any of this without our 
fabulous family of volunteers who man our Hut with such 
pride.

It has been an incredibly busy 12 months with many varied 
events to attend including:

• Attending the annual QICA conference in Miles.

•The Volunteers thank you morning tea put on by Council.

•Parkyn Hut Christmas party at the Bowls club with a 
successful raffle run by Michael and Patsy Fayne

•Massive 150th celebrations for Tewantin.

•Completed Audit for accreditation.

•Celebrated National Volunteer Week with breakfast at the 
yacht club.

•Welcomed Sandy Bolton into our Parkyn's Hut family as 
our patron.

•Attended SCOUT Sunshine Coast Tourism expo.

•Organised a visit from Sunshine Coast volunteers to 
Tewantin and took a group of our volunteers down to visit 
Sunshine Coast destinations.

•Attended many Tourism Noosa training and networking 
opportunities.

•History group presently correlating collection and will be 
working on an updated Tewantin heritage walk.

•Celebrated Parkyn's Hut’s 21st birthday aboard the 
Noosa Queen.

•Attended courses for committees of community 
organisations put on by Noosa Shire Council.

•Carol Kerry and myself have been busy putting together a 
submission to be entered into this years Visitor 
Information Centre of the year awards as part of this years 
QICA conference held in Noosa this October.

•And unfortunately, this year we have said goodbye to 2 of 
our life members and patrons June Colley and Olive 
Donaldson, we have also lost other volunteer friends and 
local identities including Liz McDonald, Terry McIntyre, Val 
Buchanan and our good mate Eddie.

In closing I would like to send a heartfelt thanks to Tania 
and Michael both of whom are stepping down from their 
committee positions but are staying on as volunteers, 
everything you have done is very much appreciated.

… Gail McBurney, President, TH&HS

From her husband, Malcolm, we recently received the sad news that 
Maree Warr (nee Lawrence) has developed dementia and will not be 
returning to Australia from their home in NZ.  Such a creative mind and 
spirit, Maree Lawrence’s sculpture of a timber-cutter, proudly displayed in 
the Hut, is a wonderful gift and legacy for which we are deeply indebted

… Ed
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Nola Leybak thought that, for visitors that may be in the 
area for longer stays,  it would be convenient to have 
assembled packs of the Tewantin brochures - Tewantin, 
Tewantin National Park, Tewantin CBD Directory and 
Tewantin Heritage Walk.  PH still has available the 
Tewantin brochures separately, but now also packs made 
up in readiness. Not all visitors will require the pack, but 
a few questions from astute PH volunteers will soon 
reveal the visitor’s needs. 

Nola has had her thinking cap on as she also thought of 
combining the Kin Kin and/or Pomona locality map inside 
the Noosa Country Drive – thus offering that little bit 
EXTRA for the visitor. 

Thank you Nola for being proactive and putting forward 
your ideas to TH&HS committee, they appreciate and 
value your input. 

Julie Goeldner …  well, she has been busy finding out 
where convenient waste facilities are for visitors with 
caravans or campers.  Recently she found that you could 
use dump sites at caravan parks only if you’re a patron of 
the park. So, with due diligence and great research, she 
found that the Unity Water website lists dump points on 
the coast, including one at Cooroy.

Great result!  Thank you Julie. 

… Carol Williams

CLEVER  HUTTIES

AGM REPORT  - Brochures, Explore Experiences, Visitor Statistics

Brochures

This past year I was able to implement tools that offer 
volunteers various options to access information:

• Created PH in-house brochures – Tewantin, Tewantin 
National Park, and Tewantin CBD Business Directory 
Map. Big thank you to Hang Loosa Property Noosa, Tewantin 
who continue to do our brochure printing. These 
brochures, by request, are also available at Sunshine 
Coast Tourism Centres including SC Airport. Creating 
more exposure of Tewantin through the PH brochures is 
a rewarding achievement.

• PH QR Information Code – keeping information 
relevant, the code is on the Tewantin brochure and 
positioned on PH exterior wall for all-hours use.    
Thanks to Bill Barry for designing.

• PH website revamped, connecting now to broader 
information links and with added video clips of Tewantin. 
PH’s QR code links directly to our website for visitors 
and volunteers to have relevant on hand information. 
Thanks to Bill Barry’s know how to implement ideas.

• Thank you Tania Murray joining PH to Facebook. PH FB 
listing has provided a convenient information tool for 
uploading information to keep volunteers, visitors or 
locals updated about our area. I generally upload 
significant information daily.

• Thank you, Rob Bloomfield of Bloomfield Fine 
Woodworking making PH Timber photo frame creating 
a unique timber piece for visitors, volunteers to utilise as 
a picture frame in taking selfies/photo and create a 
memento of their visit.

• Our unique Timber Display Counter with Blackbutt 
timber sourced locally at Cooroy, milled, made and 
generously donated by Cooroora Woodworkers Club.  A fine 
piece of timber craftsmanship has proven a beautiful and 
exceptional addition for our brochure displays.

• Briefings of in-house information, tourism or community 
updates, events and services, keeping volunteers 
connected and supported emailed regularly to 

volunteers with hard copy kept in Briefings Folder at PH 
for reference to ensure volunteers continue to be up-to-
date.

• Renewed listing for Parkyn’s Hut Tewantin Explore 
Centre. Our contact information will be published on 
ADTW distributors’ websites and to Qld Explore 
Network, TEQ, QICA, ADTW and community radio 
FM101.3. This means our listing will appear on a number 
of travel websites via their networks. 

• QPWS no longer have printed brochures, online only.    
PH Tewantin National Park brochure has the Tewantin 
QPWS QR code for visitors and this can also link to any 
Qld NP for information and latest condition reports. 

Explore Experiences, CCBB & Buzz Sessions 

During the past year we had the opportunity to experience:
• Tourism Noosa continue to invite volunteers to Buzz 

Sessions and local famils, these are an important 
connection for PH to tourism information, always helpful 
and offers volunteers good connectivity with TN 
volunteers at a social level. 

• November 2021- CCBB with guest speaker Tewantin 
QCWA @ Royal Mail Hotel. Great turnout

• December 2021– 150yrs Tewantin Street Celebrations. 
• March 2022- Tewantin Revisited. Volunteers to familiarise 

with the brochure Tewantin CBD Business Directory 
Map, now part of induction training.  

• April 2022 - Glasshouse Mt area & VIC,  Amaze World. 
Invitation from Visit SC Tourism.

• May 2022 - Ginger Factory, Scout 22 Expo.
• July 2022 – TN members, Noosa Junction.
• August 2022 - Sunreef Whale Watch on Whale One @ 

Moolooaba. 
• September 2022 – TN members, Noosa River tour 

operators, Noosaville.                                       
Unfortunately the RSL bus is no longer available for 
community use

… Carol Williams
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In the spirit of reconciliation Parkyn Hut Explore Centre 

(TH&HS) acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of country 

Vale June Colley, Olive Donaldson, Liz McDonald, Terry 
McIntyre, Val Buchanan and friend Eddie.

Welcome to our new joint patron Sandy Bolton.

Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who give 
their time so happily to Parkyn’s Hut and thank you to 
the committee for your dedication and hard work 
throughout the year.

Farewell from the position of  Vice President to Michael 
Fayne after many years of service … job well done.

The Roster Clerk’s job is immeasurable, so Tania - thank 
you for keeping us all in the right place [PH] at the right 
time and for your enduring kindness and compassion to 
all our volunteers. We are sad you are leaving the 
committee, but grateful to your husband, John, for 
stepping into the breach.   

Carol, our multi-coverer of positions, another great job 
with famils, data reporting, “briefing” the volunteers, 
chasing up stakeholders for their brochures and 
especially for your massive input with our submission 
for the QICA VIC award [hopefully PH will take out the 
“gold]”.

Wendy, writer, editor and publisher of Hut Gossip - 
thank you, thank you, thank you.

Bill.  Wow! What a great job you do keeping our 
computer, emails and websites going and, together with 
Helga, recording and photographing our famils and visits 
to expos for us all to read and remember. 

Bill is now the keeper our external hard-drive at his 
home for safe keeping.

PH Facebook page is an amazing source of information 
and updated daily - thanks to Carol and Tania.

Accreditation from Visit Qld was granted Feb 1, thanks 
for the many hours of effort put in by Gail, Carol and 
Tania.

Thanks also to our loyal sponsors - you are always 
gratefully acknowledged in each and every edition of our 
Newsletter.

The 150th celebration in Tewantin was a triumph, a big 
thank you to those who organised the event [you know 
who you are] and thank you also to the volunteers who 
helped on the day.

Our Christmas, birthday and breakfast functions have 
been a hit and very well attended, I am hoping everyone 
enjoyed them and catching up with other volunteers.

The TH&HS Model Rules (Constitution) had to be 
updated in accordance with the requirements of the 
Office of Fair Trading Act.  At the AGM these changes 
were put to members who voted unanimously to accept 
the required amendments.

… Kerry Surtees
Hon. Secretary

AGM 2022 REPORT  - Secretary

It has been both a privilege and pleasure coordinating Parkyn’s Hut 
Roster these past 2 years.

A sincere thank you to everyone for your kind support !

Your enthusiasm and dedication is an admirable achievement.

We navigated the challenges of Covid and said ‘goodbye’ to valued 
friends & Vollies.

We learned the skills of QR coding and pre-empted wild weather 
events.

Rescuing baby birds behind the Hut, calling the Coastguard and returning 
lost wallets, are a few of our many amazing attributes !

And … Welcoming Visitors !!

What a great Team ! John is looking forward to meeting with you all.

Every day is a happy day @ the Hut.

… Namaste

Tania Murray 
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I feel very privileged …

Unfortunately since our last newsletter we have said 
goodbye to four of our Parkyn’s Hut family and friends.

We lost our good mate Eddie in July. I know we'll all 
miss his colourful conversations … what a character 
he was!

Then in August we lost a Tewantin treasure - our long-
standing volunteer, patron and life member Olive 
Donaldson - who has been such a huge part of our 
organisation over the years.

A few days later another Tewantin pioneer Val 
Buchanan passed, Val volunteered at the Hut many 
years ago and was a regular guest at our Pioneers 
Luncheon each year.

In addition we also lost one of our longest serving 
volunteers, Terry McIntyre, who was with us for 18 
years and what a fabulous contribution he made over 
those years.

We will miss them all !!

On a happier note, it was lovely to hear that Esme Tait 
turned 100 recently and apparently she did get a letter 
from the Queen. I also sent Esme a card on behalf of 
Parkyn’s Hut .

Esme was patron of the society for many years and 
spent many Tuesday afternoons at the Hut with us.

I have many great memories of times spent with Esme, 
Iris Parkyn, George and Joan Pearce. On our Tuesday 
afternoon shift Esme would bring up afternoon tea for 
us all, many fascinating stories were told, much 
laughter rang out and at Christmas time many carols 
were sung.

I feel very privileged to have had the opportunity to 
spend time with and get to know so many of this 
area’s wonderful and unique characters during my 
years at Parkyn’s Hut.

… Gail McBurney

John Duke & wife Petre with 


Esme Tait after relocation of 

Auchenrah House (aka Tait Cottage)

Patron of Tewantin Heritage & 

Historical Society (aka Parkyn’s Hut)


Olive Joyce Donaldson

Women's Auxiliary life member, life 

subscriber to the RSL Sub Branch 

and unveiling Centenary mural at 

RSL Olive Joyce Donaldson

Eddie & Sandy Bolton swap hats & 

tall tales in front of Parkyn Hut

Olive flying lessons 1946, Teewah
Pam, Eddie, Tania


at Parkyn Hut
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Lionel Donovan, one of Tewantin's many early 
entrepreneurs, was not only a businessman, but an active 
participant in the community. He allowed his facilities to be 
used, involved himself in fundraising, was a source of 
entertainment, and was also a bit of a daredevil. One of 
three children to John and Eliza Donovan who, in 1903,  
had taken over the guest house belonging to Mr. C. 
Bainbridge at Noosa Heads, spent his childhood years in 
the Noosa and Tewantin districts. 

Lionel's father, Mr J. Donovan, had purchased a new Model 
T Ford in 1915, and operated it as a taxi in the district.1 
Encouraged by his father, Lionel followed in his footsteps 
and commenced a bus service, servicing Cooroy and 
Tewantin in 1920. This was the forerunner to the later 
known Tewantin Bus Service. With his first licence (number 
141) issued in 1921, and his telephone number, Tewantin 2, 
he continued to run the service for 32 years. 

His first new car was a 1921 Studebaker Light 6,2 and in 
1926 he purchased a 16 passenger Dodge car.3 Business 
must have been going exceptionally well for Lionel, as in 
the same year he ordered, and took delivery of a 
hydroplane - a speedboat,4 which started a decades long 
interest in racing boats.

The Cooroy to Tewantin route for conveying passengers 
from the railway station to the accommodation houses at 
Tewantin and Noosa was busy, with no fewer than three 
operators providing the service, but it seemed as though 
there was still plenty of opportunity for entrepreneurs. 
Seizing the moment, Lionel Donovan placed an order with 
Austral Motors Ltd. of Brisbane for a 15 passenger special 
Dodge-Graham, with its "smooth-running six cylinder 
engine and very handsome appearance..." I

t was also claimed that it was capable of high speeds under 
perfect control.5 Speed was apparently in his blood, and 
was demonstrated many times during his active lifetime, 
but perhaps the first evidence of this was in 1927, when 
he, along with Richard Reid, was fined £10 plus 3/6d costs, 
for exceeding the speed limit on Cooroy Tewantin main 
road.6 

After enlarging his garage in 1929,7 he added to his fleet of 
vehicles in early June 1930. Lionel arrived home from 
Brisbane with a big Buick Six car, and it was reported in 
December 1932 that he was equipped with "four up-to-
date cars" on the Cooroy run, and was meeting all mail 
trains at Cooroy.8 

By now Lionel's other business was flourishing as well, that 
being the movie show business. In 1929, he opened the 
Tewantin Open Air Picture Theatre, with "Poker Faces" and 
"The Texas Rangers" being the first films shown. 

The speed of the film varied with the fitness of the 
operator, and his ability to keep up the pace on the hand 
wound projector.9 In March 1931, he installed "the most 
up-to-date talking equipment" and the "Tewantin Talkies" 
was born, with "Sunny Side Up" being the first talking film 
shown.10 

This was quickly followed by opening a similar venue in 
Cooroy,11 however he passed this on to a new Proprietor, 
John Shackleton, only a couple of months later.12 

By 1934, Mr. Donovan was upgrading his fleet of vehicles, 
and began running new busses, which he began advertising 
as "White Busses".13 Lionel was on a roll !

LIONEL   DONOVAN
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Being a civic minded member of the community he 
contributed where he could, including putting on "an 
entertainment for the benefit of the Tewantin State 
Schools fund" in October 1933,14 but perhaps the most 
outrageous contribution was in 1935 when he challenged 
Mr. C. Fenwick of Cooroy to a wheelbarrow race over a 
quarter of a mile, with benefits to the Cooroy Ambulance. 
The stipulation was that the participants had to be wearing 
roller skates.15 

Having purchased a piece of land from the estate of the 
late Mr. Bull, Lionel planned a new theatre, and building of 
it commenced in 1935.16 This was to become the "Mayfair" 
theatre, a venue which continued successfully until June 
1953, when it, along with two houses, burned down.17 
After rebuilding the theatre, it continued to operate 
through the 1960s and was eventually sold around July 
1970.18 

The new owners, Jim and Fred Freyer shortly after 
commenced turning the premises into the Mayfair arcade, 
accommodating a range of retail outlets and offices.19 

As late as 1948, not all roads were  being maintained in 
good condition, and frustrated at having to wait for the 
Main Roads Commission to build a new Gympie Terrace to 
Noosa Heads road, Lionel, with the approval of the Noosa 
Shire Council to do the work himself, purchased his own 
grader to maintain the road.20 

It was around the time of the fire that Lionel Donovan 
gave up the bus service and concentrated on his 
speedboat racing, a pastime that he had been enjoying 
since 1926, and had had enormous success so far. 

His successes became more regular with his running of the 
boats "Dina-Mite" and "Dina-Mite 2". 

What a great contribution Lionel Donovan made to the 
development of Tewantin. It is very fitting that a street be 
named after him.

 1    Noosa News Friday 21st November 1969 P10  

  2    Noosa News Friday 21st November 1969 P10

  3    The BC Wednesday 15th December 1926 P24 Cooroy

  4    The Brisbane Courier Saturday 9th October 1926 P14 Cooroy

  5    The Brisbane Courier Tuesday 20th November 1928 P8 Efficient 
        Service Car

  6    The Brisbane Courier Tuesday 22nd February 1927 P5 Gympie

  7    Noosa Advocate and Cooroora Advertiser Friday 11th October     
        1929 P3 Tewantin

  8    Noosa Advocate and Cooroora Advertiser Wednesday 21st 
        December 1932 p6 Donovans Service Cars

  9    Noosa News Friday 21st November 1969  

10    Noosa Advocate and Cooroora Advertiser Friday 13th March 
       1931 P2
11   Noosa Advocate and Cooroora Advertiser Wednesday 10th

       February 1932 p2 Opening at Cooroy

12   Noosa Advocate and Cooroora Advertiser Wednesday 4th May 
      1932 P3 Advertising

13   Sunday Mail Sunday 18th February 1934 P9 Advertising

14   The Courier Mail Tuesday 31st October 1933 P15 Tewantin

15   Nambour Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser Friday 23rd

       August 1935 p7 Cooroy

16   Nambour Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser Friday 4th 

       October 1935 p4 New Picture Theatre for Tewantin

17   Brisbane Telegraph Saturday 6th June 1953 P2 Theatre, Homes 

      Razed in £20,000 fire at Tewantin

18   Noosa News Thursday 9th July 1970 P1 Mayfair Theatre Sold

19   Noosa News Thursday 5th August 1971 P4

20   Brisbane Telegraph Wednesday, February 25th 1948 P1 Own 

      Grader Keeps Bus Route Open

… Bruce Cuttle

LIONEL   DONOVAN

When Insults had class 

These glorious insults are from an era " before" the English language got boiled down to 4-letter words.

A member of Parliament to Disraeli:  "Sir, you will either die on the gallows or of some unspeakable disease."

"That depends, Sir, " said Disraeli, "whether I embrace your policies or your mistress.”

"He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire." Winston Churchill.
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Memories  of  Eddie  Vaughn

Messages emailed to Tania from Vollies 
& given to Eddie’s family were heartfelt.

The end of an era !!  
The passing of a well loved local personality, altho’ he did 
tell us his ashes are to go back to 'good old England 
forever!’  Eddie was lucky to have such caring family here.
Lovely photos, thank you for the memories.
Cheers, Wendy

Such a sad day. Eddie is missed so much at the Hut. 
Thank you for keeping us informed. 
Christine 

How sad. He is a real character who is missed. 
From Maz

He was such a sweetie.
Eddie used to be a regular at my Café in early 90’s.
What a bloke.
Carol

Such sad news !
I think we should all have a drink tonight for Eddie. He 
would like that!
Many fun times at the Hut with him .
Cheers, Gail & Barbara

Super photos of Eddie! He is remembered fondly as our 
regular visitor each Sunday when Deb and I were working 
at the Hut. He would sit and chat with us for a while.
Thank you for letting us all know about Eddie going into 
palliative care and now his quick passing. We will all  be 
feeling a little sad at losing a good friend and a local 
fixture, coming over in his tinny from the North Shore 
and greeting everyone along the CBD.  Everyone looked 
out for him, checking he was OK, so that he could enjoy 
his independence for as long as possible, living in his 
house by the river for so many years.
We send our sympathy and best wishes to his family.  It 
would be nice to have a photo and a small plaque in the 
Hut commemorating his long life in Tewantin and his many 
welcome visits to us all at the Hut.
Gillian

A short film about Eddie as we remember him.
Noosa River Champion Eddie Vaughn: Connect to Your 
Creek Week 2016
https://youtu.be/KXE1tevZ_iw
Great to see Eddie.        
from Mike

Eddie’s neighbours

Eddie’s house
Rohan & Chris

Jen & Mark Vaughn

Rohan Vaughn
Jen Vaughn

https://youtu.be/KXE1tevZ_iw
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Bar & Bistro

Mark, 

Mark, Jen & Rohan Vaughn

As a lot of people were unable to make it down to Eddie's 
memorial service at the Maritime Museum, we wanted to 
make sure that all of us that have got to know and love 
Eddie over the years got to say goodbye and give him a 
cheer!

So, firstly I really want to say thank you Chris from the 
Noosa Queen for giving us all the opportunity to say 

goodbye to our mate Eddie in such a fitting way on his 
beloved Noosa River.

It is wonderful to have Eddie's two sons Mark and Rohan 
and Eddie's daughter-in-law, Jen, with us and of course it is 
always lovely to see our fantastic and hardworking Sandy 
Bolton and nice to welcome along Shoey.

… Gaul McBurney

Never  a  Dull  Moment 
Well, at changeover we were told by the anxious 
morning shift we were “in charge” of the family of noisy 
minahs at the back as one of the three fledglings had 
fallen from the nest as was unable to fly.   By the end of 
the afternoon Patsy and I had still failed to teach it!!!    
Anyway, when we left it was safe in a thick bush and 
being fed inordinate amounts of food by its parents.  

Next ,a bloke rushed in to tell us that two boys in a tinny 
were shouting for help.  We abandoned the bird and 
called the Coastguard!  No reply so Patsy tried the 
Police while I persisted with the Coastguard.  I was 
luckier, up to a point.  The nice lady said she currently 
didn’t have a crew but gave me another number to ring 
MSQ at Marina. Oops … Recorded message told me no 
longer in service.  Undaunted (we may get an Award for 
this!),  Patsy ran off to check if anyone was at the House 
Boat office on the river and I phoned Warren on the 
Marina.  He said the welcome words “leave it with me”. 

Later the nice Coastguard lady phoned back. Said she’d 
also heard from the boys’ father who was in 
Maroochydore. Told her the boys were probably not 
strong enough to start the engine!!!  The mind boggles!        

Oh yes … and in the midst of all this a lady (ex 
homeless) came in to ask about Eddie. Oh, and I mustn’t 
forget our lovely man who was, as always, having dramas 
getting his taxi.

I needed to share. 

Looking forward to Saturday already !

Carol Blake & Patsy Fayne

😀😂😀

Postscript... In between adventures, enterprising & energetic 
Joel from Joel's Journeys, brought in a group of  visitors to view 
Parkyn's Hut Heritage with all its memorabilia and old 
photos!
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A changing of the Guard
Tribute to Queen Elizabeth II

In 1947, the then Princess 
Elizabeth was on a tour of 
South Africa with her 
parents when she 
celebrated her 21st 
birthday. It was on that 
coming-of-age occasion 
that she made a solemn 

public pledge to the people 
of the British Empire and 
Commonwealth: 
“I declare before you all that 
my whole life whether it be 
long or short shall be devoted 
to your service.” 

It was a promise she kept 
throughout her long life and extraordinary reign as Queen 
Elizabeth II, even as the monarchy itself was forced to 
adapt and evolve with changing times. When, at the age of 
25, Princess Elizabeth Alexandra Mary became the 42nd 
sovereign of England, her subjects and citizens numbered 
539 million, more than a quarter of the human race. By 
the conclusion of her reign, as the age of Empire drew to a 
close, that figure had fallen by two-thirds. 

Her steadfastness was all the more remarkable 
considering the Queen only attained the throne by virtue 
of her uncle [Edward VIII]’s shocking abdication in 1936, 
however, the trauma this event caused her family and 
subjects no doubt helped explain her determination not 
to shirk her own responsibilities. 

Her workload was constant and immense. Every day of 
the year, her morning started at her desk—whether at 
Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle, or another royal 
residence—working through her boxes. These were full of 
correspondence earmarked for her attention, including 
requests for help, invitations, information from overseas 
territories where she remained sovereign, and British 
government papers she was required to sign.

In her position as the nation’s constitutional head, she 
offered a sense of constancy in the midst of social and 
political waves of change. She reigned through post-war 
Britain, the formation of the Commonwealth, the Swinging 
Sixties, domestic and international conflicts, the rise and 
fall of trade unions and the dramatic impact of 
technology.  

Her first Prime Minister was Sir Winston Churchill and 
14 others followed. For each of them, from both sides of 
Westminster’s political chamber, her weekly audiences 
provided a boost, sometimes a balm and always discreet 
fount of wisdom built on her decades of experience. 

Publicly, the Queen stayed firmly out of politics, focusing 
instead on her 600-plus patronages and other platforms 
for charity work. She always said she “had to be seen to be 
believed” and well into her tenth decade, continued to 
attend hundreds of engagements every year.  

She was as equally familiar a figure abroad, becoming one 
of the most central and respected leaders on the world 
stage. Her travels over the course of her reign saw her 
visit an estimated 110 countries, although no trip more 
significant than one to Northern Ireland in 2012, which 
saw her shake hands with Sinn Fein leader Martin 
McGuiness, 32 years after the murder of her cousin Lord 
Louis Mountbatten at Republicans’ hands.  

At home, the Queen entertained guests from the White 
House to Wellington, including some controversial 
characters. With her clear grasp of the role of 
constitutional monarchy in statecraft, she was able to 
support many a diplomatic mission with her gold-plated 
banquets and lots of personal charm.

At her side on hundreds of those occasions was her 
husband of 73 years, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, a 
strong-minded man nevertheless content to play second 
fiddle to his wife in public, and support her in every way. 
Behind the scenes, he was the undisputed boss of their 
family and household, and on their golden wedding 
anniversary, Elizabeth credited him as her “strength and 
stay”. 

Her final years saw her withstand the constraints of 
lockdown and the loss of her husband with her customary 
fortitude, bolstered by the support of her closest family 
members, devoted friends and always admiring public. 
Many of her subjects who openly criticised the institution 
of monarchy declared themselves impressed by the Queen 
herself, and agreed with her legions of fans that for all her 
time on the Throne, the British Crown was in very safe 
hands.  

Throughout her extraordinary reign, Queen Elizabeth II’s 
life was one of service to her people, never wavering for 
one minute from the pledge she’d made on her 21st 
birthday, all those years before!           … courtesy RD, UK

https://time.com/5298945/queen-elizabeth-princess/
https://time.com/5298945/queen-elizabeth-princess/
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/lifestyle/travel/exploring-cape-towns-revival
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/inspire/life/7-historic-moments-during-queen-elizabeth-iis-reign
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/inspire/life/7-historic-moments-during-queen-elizabeth-iis-reign
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/celebrities/when-she-was-a-princess
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/celebrities/when-she-was-a-princess
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/inspire/life/vintage-readers-digest-1988-a-right-royal-quiz
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/film-tv/churchill-an-interview-with-brian-cox-and-miranda-richardson
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Parkyn Hut bids Eddie Vaughn a final farewell 
many thanks to Chris & his Noosa Queen
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Classy Insults 

"I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries with great pleasure." Clarence Darrow.

"Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; I'll waste no time reading it." Moses Hadas.

"He has no enemies but is intensely disliked by his friends." Oscar Wilde.
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	PRESIDENT’S  REPORT  TO  2022  AGM
	2022 PIONEERS’ LUNCHEON
	by  Gail McBurney
	Firstly, I would like to thank this wonderful committee for all their guidance support and friendship they have shown me over the last 12 months in my role as President of the Tewantin Heritage and Historical Society. Thanks also for all of the hard work you all give so much and go above and beyond in so many different ways just making sure Parkyn's Hut runs smoothly and is a happy and inclusive place for our volunteers to be.
	And of course, we couldn't do any of this without our fabulous family of volunteers who man our Hut with such pride.
	It has been an incredibly busy 12 months with many varied events to attend including:
	• Attending the annual QICA conference in Miles.
	•The Volunteers thank you morning tea put on by Council.
	•Parkyn Hut Christmas party at the Bowls club with a successful raffle run by Michael and Patsy Fayne
	•Massive 150th celebrations for Tewantin.
	•Completed Audit for accreditation.
	•Celebrated National Volunteer Week with breakfast at the yacht club.
	•Welcomed Sandy Bolton into our Parkyn's Hut family as our patron.
	•Attended SCOUT Sunshine Coast Tourism expo.
	•Organised a visit from Sunshine Coast volunteers to Tewantin and took a group of our volunteers down to visit Sunshine Coast destinations.
	•Attended many Tourism Noosa training and networking opportunities.
	•History group presently correlating collection and will be working on an updated Tewantin heritage walk.
	•Celebrated Parkyn's Hut’s 21st birthday aboard the Noosa Queen.
	•Attended courses for committees of community organisations put on by Noosa Shire Council.
	•Carol Kerry and myself have been busy putting together a submission to be entered into this years Visitor Information Centre of the year awards as part of this years QICA conference held in Noosa this October.
	•And unfortunately, this year we have said goodbye to 2 of our life members and patrons June Colley and Olive Donaldson, we have also lost other volunteer friends and local identities including Liz McDonald, Terry McIntyre, Val Buchanan and our good mate Eddie.
	In closing I would like to send a heartfelt thanks to Tania and Michael both of whom are stepping down from their committee positions but are staying on as volunteers, everything you have done is very much appreciated.
	… Gail McBurney, President, TH&HS
	CLEVER  HUTTIES
	AGM REPORT  - Brochures, Explore Experiences, Visitor Statistics
	Brochures
	This past year I was able to implement tools that offer volunteers various options to access information:
	Explore Experiences, CCBB & Buzz Sessions
	During the past year we had the opportunity to experience:
	AGM 2022 REPORT  - Secretary
	Vale June Colley, Olive Donaldson, Liz McDonald, Terry McIntyre, Val Buchanan and friend Eddie.
	Welcome to our new joint patron Sandy Bolton.
	Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who give their time so happily to Parkyn’s Hut and thank you to the committee for your dedication and hard work throughout the year.
	Farewell from the position of  Vice President to Michael Fayne after many years of service … job well done.
	The Roster Clerk’s job is immeasurable, so Tania - thank you for keeping us all in the right place [PH] at the right time and for your enduring kindness and compassion to all our volunteers. We are sad you are leaving the committee, but grateful to your husband, John, for stepping into the breach.
	Carol, our multi-coverer of positions, another great job with famils, data reporting, “briefing” the volunteers, chasing up stakeholders for their brochures and especially for your massive input with our submission for the QICA VIC award [hopefully PH will take out the “gold]”.
	Wendy, writer, editor and publisher of Hut Gossip - thank you, thank you, thank you.
	Bill.  Wow! What a great job you do keeping our computer, emails and websites going and, together with Helga, recording and photographing our famils and visits to expos for us all to read and remember.
	Bill is now the keeper our external hard-drive at his home for safe keeping.
	PH Facebook page is an amazing source of information and updated daily - thanks to Carol and Tania.
	Accreditation from Visit Qld was granted Feb 1, thanks for the many hours of effort put in by Gail, Carol and Tania.
	Thanks also to our loyal sponsors - you are always gratefully acknowledged in each and every edition of our Newsletter.
	The 150th celebration in Tewantin was a triumph, a big thank you to those who organised the event [you know who you are] and thank you also to the volunteers who helped on the day.
	Our Christmas, birthday and breakfast functions have been a hit and very well attended, I am hoping everyone enjoyed them and catching up with other volunteers.
	The TH&HS Model Rules (Constitution) had to be updated in accordance with the requirements of the Office of Fair Trading Act.  At the AGM these changes were put to members who voted unanimously to accept the required amendments.
	… Kerry Surtees
	Hon. Secretary
	It has been both a privilege and pleasure coordinating Parkyn’s Hut Roster these past 2 years.
	A sincere thank you to everyone for your kind support !
	Your enthusiasm and dedication is an admirable achievement.
	We navigated the challenges of Covid and said ‘goodbye’ to valued friends & Vollies.
	We learned the skills of QR coding and pre-empted wild weather events.
	Rescuing baby birds behind the Hut, calling the Coastguard and returning lost wallets, are a few of our many amazing attributes !
	And … Welcoming Visitors !!
	What a great Team ! John is looking forward to meeting with you all.
	Every day is a happy day @ the Hut.
	… Namaste
	Tania Murray
	I feel very privileged …
	When Insults had class
	These glorious insults are from an era " before" the English language got boiled down to 4-letter words.
	A member of Parliament to Disraeli:  "Sir, you will either die on the gallows or of some unspeakable disease."
	"That depends, Sir, " said Disraeli, "whether I embrace your policies or your mistress.”
	"He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire." Winston Churchill.
	Memories  of  Eddie  Vaughn
	https://youtu.be/KXE1tevZ_iw
	Parkyn Hut bids Eddie Vaughn a final farewell
	many thanks to Chris & his Noosa Queen
	"I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries with great pleasure." Clarence Darrow.
	"Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; I'll waste no time reading it." Moses Hadas.
	"He has no enemies but is intensely disliked by his friends." Oscar Wilde.

